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pound spring of action quite as easy to estimate as the
simplest: it carries with it implicitly a repoit of its relative
moral lank to the consciousness, and it is not till I begin
to lay it out explicitly, and reckon it up by particles, that
doubts and puzzles about it crowd upon me, with the
imminent risk of turning my self-knowledge into self-delu-
sion. Such better knowledge of a reputed whole than of its
reckoned parts is by no means strange to our experience in
other fields. I may have, e.g. a feeling, piactically in-
fallible, of the duration of an hour, or of five or six hours,
so that its lapse shall not escape me even in sleep, and I
can be sure of punctuality without a watch; yet so far is
this from depending on my counting the component
minutes or quarter hours, that were I to try such calcula-
tive method, I should be certain to go wrong. The hour ih
just as much a unitary object of knowledge, as any shorter
time, although it is true that it would not have elapsed, unless
also sixty minutes had elapsed; and similarly each impulse
is strictly one appreciable state of consciousness, although it
may happen only to a mind that has passed through certain
nameable prior conditions. Without, therefore, ' estimating
the relative proportions' of the so-called components of a
motive, we intuitively decide exactly as if we could; or,
exactly as if nothing were present but incentives of the
simple type. The absence of one of them from our graduated
list makes no difference; for that list is not the prior con-
dition, but only the posterior record, of our moral
psychology; the history flows on in its own way without
looking at our programs; and our best knowledge can do
no more than follow with lame steps, and lay out its natural
wholes into the nearest artificial equivalents that can enable
us to speak together of their quality. All the difficulties
charged upon the composition of motives appear to me a
mere nightmare of unreal psychology. Practically, everyone
knows at first-hand his own incentive, and, unless he has
learned the tricks of a cheat, need be at no loss about its
relative worth